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an end. I was able to hand over the regiment to my successor
with the knowledge that it was still as efficient as when com-
manded by Colonel von Krosigk. Naturally enough, 1 chose this
regiment to be my body-guard when I ascended the throne.

When I reported myself to my grandfather as Major-General
and Commander of the 2nd Infantry Brigade he shook my
hand with many appreciative words for my leadership of the
regiment, and expressed the hope that I would soon feel at home
in the larger sphere of a brigade command. On leaving my
grandfather's room, General von Albedyll drew me into a
window and informed me that he fully understood it was
not very pleasant for me to take over this new command
because they could not place a residence in Berlin at my disposal;
but His Majesty had declared that he must have me near
him during the continued absence of my invalid father.
When he had suggested to the Emperor that I should be given
the 2nd Foot Guards Brigade the Emperor had exclaimed in
astonishment: '' But, Albedyll* remember that up to the present
the youngster has commanded a regiment with only about
twenty or twenty-five officers, and now he would command all
at once three regiments with three regimental commanders,
and nine battalions. That's quite impossible/' To which
Albedyll replied : " Hell do it all right." And my grandfather
gave his consent.

I settled into my new duties as soon as I could. The three
regimental commanders were: Colonel von Collas (2nd Foot
Guards), formerly regimental Adjutant to General von Pape;
Colonel Baron von Wilczek (4th Foot Guards) ; and Colonel
Blecken von Schmeling (Fusilier-Guards). My frequent visits,
to the officers of the three regiments gave me a feeling
of close. camaraderie with them. Commanders and
officers all gave me the most loyal support during, the
short time 1 commanded, the Brigade. I was present at
inspections of recruits'and companies, and 'later .was every
day at battalion training on the Kreuzberg. In the spring
I inspected the battalions when they were not inspected by the
General Officers .Commanding. ...The exercises were models of
smartness and precision.